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Welcome to your guide for home renovation 
planning. This document is designed to 
simplify your renovation journey.  
 
Inside, you'll find 50 key questions covering 
every aspect of the process – from initial 
objectives and budgeting to post-
renovation considerations.  
 
These questions are crafted to help you 
define your goals, understand the project's 
scope, and prepare effectively. Let's embark 
on this exciting journey to transform your 
home!
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General Objectives
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What is your main goal for this 
renovation?

Are there specific problems you're 
aiming to solve with this renovation?

Identifying your renovation goals and 
specific problems you want to address 
ensures your project aligns with your long-
term living plans and personal taste.  
 
This clarity helps in creating a space that not 
only meets your current needs but also 
fulfills your vision for your home.
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How long do you plan to live in this 
house after the renovation? 

Is there a particular style or theme you 
have in mind?

Will this renovation accommodate any 
lifestyle changes, such as a growing family or 
aging in place?
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Budget and 
Financing
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What is your budget for this renovation? 

Have you set aside a contingency fund 
for unexpected costs?

Establishing a realistic budget, including a 
contingency for unforeseen expenses and 
understanding financing options, is crucial 
for a financially manageable renovation 
process, helping avoid unexpected financial 
strain.
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Are you planning to get financing for 
this project? 

How flexible is your budget?

Will this renovation affect your home 
insurance premiums?
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Space and Layout
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Which areas of the home are you 
considering renovating?

Are you looking to expand the living 
space (e.g., with an addition)? 

Questions about which areas to renovate, 
potential expansions, layout changes, and 
structural modifications help in designing a 
space that suits your lifestyle and enhances 
the functionality of your home.
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Do you want to change the layout of 
any rooms?

Are there any structural changes 
needed, like removing or adding walls?

How does the current layout limit your usage 
of the space?
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Functional Needs
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What are your must-haves in this 
renovation?

Do you need more storage space?

 Identifying must-have features, storage 
requirements, and specific appliance 
additions ensures the renovation caters to 
your practical living needs and supports the 
daily activities of all household members.
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Are there any specific features or 
appliances you want to add?

How many people will be living in the 
house, and what are their needs?

Are there any age-in-place features you 
would like to include?
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Aesthetic 
Preferences
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Do you prefer a modern, traditional, 
rustic, or another style?

What color schemes do you have in 
mind?

Clarifying your preferred style, color 
schemes, materials, and finishes ensures the 
renovation reflects your personal taste, 
creating a space that feels uniquely yours 
and aesthetically pleasing.
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Are there any specific materials or 
finishes you prefer?

Do you have any inspiration photos or 
mood boards?

Would you like to incorporate any unique 
design elements or focal points?
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Lifestyle 
Considerations
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How do you typically use your home 
(entertaining, relaxing, working)?

Do you have any hobbies that require 
dedicated space (e.g., crafting, 
exercising)?

Considering how your lifestyle influences 
your home’s use helps tailor the renovation 
to support your hobbies, work, relaxation 
needs, and pet accommodations, ensuring a 
space that is both functional and enjoyable.
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Do you have pets, and do their needs 
factor into the renovation?

Are you looking for low-maintenance 
solutions? 

Are there any accommodations for remote 
work or study areas needed?
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Energy Efficiency 
and Sustainability
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Are you interested in energy-efficient or 
green renovations?

Would you consider renewable energy 
sources like solar panels?

Exploring energy-efficient options and 
sustainable materials can enhance your 
home's environmental performance, 
potentially reduce long-term costs, and 
contribute to a healthier living environment.
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Are there any local incentives or rebates 
for energy-efficient upgrades?

How important is sustainability in your 
material and appliance choices?

Are you considering any smart home 
technologies for energy management?
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Timeline and 
Scheduling
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When do you hope to start and 
complete the renovation?

Are there any time constraints or 
deadlines?

Setting a realistic timeline and 
understanding any constraints ensures the 
renovation process is well-organized, 
minimizes disruption to your life, and meets 
your expectations in a timely manner.
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Will you need to live elsewhere during 
the renovation?

How flexible is your timeline? 

What are your expectations regarding the 
daily work schedule of the renovation team?
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Legal and 
Compliance Issues
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Are you aware of the local building 
codes and regulations?

Do you know if you need any permits for 
your planned renovation?

Ensuring awareness of and compliance with 
local building codes, permits, and 
regulations is vital for a legally sound 
renovation that enhances your property 
value without legal complications.
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Have you considered the impact of your 
renovation on property taxes?

Do you live in a historic district or an 
area with specific regulations?

How will you ensure that the renovation work 
complies with homeowners' association 
guidelines, if applicable?
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Post-Renovation
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How do you plan to furnish and 
decorate the renovated spaces?

Are you prepared for the ongoing 
maintenance of your new renovations?

Planning for post-renovation aspects like 
furnishing, maintenance, and material 
disposal ensures a smooth transition into 
your newly renovated space and helps 
maintain its condition and appearance over 
time.
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Do you have a plan for dealing with 
excess construction material? 

What is your plan for ensuring the 
renovation meets your expectations?

How will you assess the quality of the finished 
work?
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Well done on taking this important step 
towards your home renovation! These 50 
questions have helped you cover the 
essential aspects of your project, setting a 
strong foundation for success.  
 
As you progress, keep these considerations 
in mind to ensure a smooth process. Your 
thoughtful planning paves the way for a 
renovation that meets your needs and 
reflects your personal style.  
 
Here's to a successful and fulfilling 
transformation of your home!



Ready for the 
Transformation?

Driving the essence of Habitual Homes, Sandra and 
Johanna infuse each project with a harmony of 
construction precision and architectural innovation. 
 
Their shared vision? To sculpt spaces in Toronto that 
not only captivate the eye but resonate with the daily 
rhythms of life, marrying sophistication with the 
comfort of habitual sanctuary. 
 
Each home we craft is a stage for life’s rituals, a 
space where luxury meets the personal touch of 
habitual comfort.
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